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PRECEDENTIAL DECISION

On September 1, 2005, the Los Angeles Water Board issued water reclamation and
waste discharge requirements (permit) for the Alamitos Barrier recycled water project
(project). The project involves injecting highly treated wastewater into a groundwater
aquifer for use against seawater intrusion and for supplying drinking water. The permit
included effluent limitations for the recycled water that were based on Notification
Levels adopted by the Department of Health Services (DHS). The Notification Levels
are non-regulatory criteria for constituents for which there are no regulatory health
limitations, and are recommended by DHS to be monitored and to provide information.

The project proponents filed a petition seeking State Water Board review of the permit.
The only provisions challenged were the effluent limitations that were based on the
Notification Levels.

The Order finds that, in light of the public policy in favor of water reclamation and the full
protection of public health by the project and the other permit limitations and
requirements, it was inappropriate for the Los Angeles Water Board to include
Notification Levels as effluent limitations. The Order notes that it is lawful to adopt
permit limitations based on non-regulatory criteria, and the decision is based on the
State Water Board’s policy determination.
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